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under crop now and in the past are available. In the Myelat, exclusive of Loilong, about 40 square miles are cultivated, more than one-third of which is irrigated. The people are timid in regard to experimental cultivation, and in consequence no new varieties have supplanted the indigenous staples.
Cattle-breeding is carried on extensively throughout the States. The Taungthus are born cattle and pony breeders ; and in East Yawnghwe and the States in the Htamhpak valley, where they predominate, the rearing of live-stock is freely carried on. Cows are never milked, the calves being allowed to suckle at will; and the village bulls are permitted to roam about with the herds. Cattle are not used for plough-work in the Shan States ; but buffaloes are extensively bred in every State for local agricultural work, and in the States of Kehsi Mansam and Mongnawng for export also. Ponies are bred largely in the States of Mongkung, Kehsi Mansam, Mongnawng, and East Yawnghwe, and to a limited extent generally throughout the States; but unfortunately sufficient attention is not given to the selection of sires. The result is that the ordinary pony now procurable is a very indifferent animal. In some States the chiefs keep Arab stallions, and there is keen competition for their foals. The smaller animals are exported to Chieng-mai, where a diminutive animal is preferred, if showy. Two Persian donkey stallions were at one time placed in various parts of the States, but mule-breeding did not prove popular, and the experiment was discontinued. An indigenous goat, of a small black variety, is bred in the Kengtung State; but otherwise goat-breeding is in the hands of Indian residents, who confine themselves for the most part to imported varieties. Sheep are not indigenous. Several kinds have been tried, but with little success. It seems probable, however, that a hardy breed from the hills in India would do well.
Grazing is abundant both in the rains and in the dry season. At the beginning of the wet season cattle-diseases (anthrax, rinderpest, surra^ glanders, &c.) are nearly always present in some part of the States. Occasionally the disease is imported along the Government cart-road or by the caravans from China, but much is due to carelessness in the grazing of animals on low-lying and swampy ground. Since the engagement of trained veterinary assistants at the cost of the chiefs, the livestock has been better cared for and the segregation of diseased animals is now practised.
The most important fisheries are in the Inle Lake (Yawnghwe), and
on the Nam Pilu which drains that piece of water.    These fisheries
. ,    .          are of great value, and yield a considerable revenue
to the Yawnghwe Sawbwa.    Besides supplying the
local bazars, salted and dried fish are exported to all parts of the States
from  the Yawnghwe fishing area.    In  the  lake  a close  season is